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Editors’ preface
Special issue on the Tutte polynomial
The Tutte polynomial first appeared, under the name of dichromatic polynomial, in
W.T. Tutte’s 1947 paper “A ring in graph theory.” Since then, Tutte polynomials or
their close relatives have found applications in many areas of mathematics. Besides
graph theory, these areas include matroid theory, arrangements of hyperplanes, statistical
mechanics, combinatorial Hopf algebras, and knot theory. In addition, evaluating Tutte
polynomials at specific points have served as benchmarks for computational complexity.
This special issue has its origins in the Workshop on Tutte Polynomials and Related
Topics, organized by Marc Noy and Dominic Welsh under the auspices of the Centre
de Recerca Matemàtica at Bellaterra (Spain). It was supported by the Departament
d’Universitats, Recerca i Societat de la Informació and the Universitat Politècnica de
Catalunya.
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2 Editors’ preface / Advances in Applied Mathematics 32 (2004) 1–2The results in many but not all of these papers were first presented at the workshop.
The workshop was honored by the attendance of Tutte himself and the text of his profound
but clear talk is the leading article in this issue. We are saddened to hear that Tutte died in
April, 2002 and dedicate this special issue to his memory.
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